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Young Designer Humbled To Get The Nod 

by Diana Dobson

Course designer Eryn Duffy counts herself lucky to have had input from some of the best in the business . . . and she will be bringing that and more to Woodhill Sands for the Continental Cars Audi World Cup Festival.

Duffy, who hails from Riversdale in Northern Southland, will be building all the courses in Maxlife Ring One at the show.

She and best friend Donella Still, who will work with Gerrit Beker in the Premier Arena, assisted at the show in 2015 but have reversed their roles for 2016. Both are FEI level 1 designers.

The two women started their careers in the ring after a course with leading Dutch international designer Rob Jansen about 10 years ago. Since then she has worked with the likes of Leopoldo Palacios and John Vallance, at the Farmlands Horse of the Year Show over the past six years, as well as Kath Ward-Smith and Leicester Jardin at other events.

But there is one fellow course designer who has been instrumental in helping both Duffy and Still to achieve their goals – Roger Laplanche.
“We started doing a day each over a weekend at shows, and bounced ideas off each other and then we were lucky enough to be under Roger’s wings through the federation mentor system – we were the guinea pigs for it,” says Duffy. “Roger has helped us both so much.”

She will be assisting her mentor at the Dannevirke Show this month and is looking forward to learning a little more from him.
“It was Roger who pushed us into doing FEI level 1 – that was two years ago in the middle of winter. It was like a Master Chef pressure cook situation but we learnt a hell of a lot.”

Her trip to Woodhill Sands is her first in the North Island where she is fully in charge of a ring.
“It’s quite humbling really.”

The call-up came “out of the blue” from committee member Emma Buckingham, who Duffy met during her visit in 2015.
“It’s pretty exciting to get the nod. I am nervously excited and have been busy making sure I have dotted all my is and crossed all my ts.”

Her dream job would be assisting at somewhere like Spruce Meadows, but she knows she’s got a few more miles to clock up before then.
“It is extremely hard to be invited to places like that. I need to work my way there. Two years ago I didn’t even think about FEI level 1 . . . this is something you are in for the long game, and I have so much time ahead of me.”

At 35 she is one of the youngest designing.
“I have all the time in the world – let’s just see where it gets me. I enjoy meeting people and it keeps my head in the game.”

Duffy grew up riding on farms in Otago and Southland where mustering was part of everyday life. 
“I’ve ridden for as long as I can remember,” she says.

She is now passing that love of horses on to her six and four year old sons, whose 10hh pony Popit is the only horse on their property at the moment.

Duffy competed until she was 25 when her career as an environmental officer for the local regional council took over. She still rides a little, helping her sister train their young home-bred quarter horses.

It is training youngsters that she gets most pleasure from.
“It’s always been my passion – training and bringing on young horses. I get great satisfaction about progressing things.”

It is something she carries through to her course designing where again, it is the young horse classes that giver her the most pleasure.
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