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By the time you get this letter Xmas will have been and gone and that means that the New Zealand National Horse and Pony Show is just about upon us.
I thought as the new President I would write this letter as an opportunity to give Judith a bit of extra time to fit in all the jobs she has to do to ensure the show is a success. It has been a real eye opener to see how much time and effort Judith puts into organizing this show. We are only up to the stage where the catalogue is printed and sent away, and I can not believe how she fits all the work into her days.
I would also like to thank the past (and only) President Alan Windle for the great job he has done in making this show the success it is today. Alan has been with the show from the very start and has now been made Patron, as a show of appreciation for the sterling work he has done over the years. 

I know Alan feels he is a bit young to be “The Patron” but we are a young show so it only seems right we have a young Patron.
To all the competitors who have entered the 2010 show, thank you and I hope you all have an enjoyable time.
Once again the prizes you will be competing for are unequalled at any show in the country. 
This is mainly due to the wonderful support we get from our sponsors. Their names are all in the catalogue so if you get the chance make sure you thank them. The sponsors name and contact address is also in your prize money envelope so please take the time and write them a thank you letter after the 2010 show.
It is pretty simple No sponsors No show.
This year we are very lucky to have a new major sponsor, SHOW CIRCUIT magazine that has come on board and the entire final Supreme Champion title Day is now SHOW CIRCUIT NEW ZEALAND’S ULTIMATE EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE’S DAY.
If you haven't seen the magazine yet, get down to the bookshop and get one.

It is a great magazine. Better still subscribe for a year and it will get delivered to the door. It has got plenty of showing stuff in it. In fact if you have brought the magazine and there is not a photo of someone you know in it, come and see me at the show with the magazine and I will have a prize for you. I know I won't have to give out any prizes because this magazine is chock full of everything showing. As part of the great sponsorship with SHOW CIRCUIT, they will be providing the official photographer for the show. That means that the official photographer will be the only person who can take photo's to sell or distribute.
The committee and I are dedicated to making sure this show is a success as well as being innovative and hopefully a leader when it comes to the direction showing in New Zealand will take. We are not scared to go a little out of the square in an effort to improve. 
This year we have Adult Ridden Ponies and the show is one day longer hopefully that will be a success.
When you are constantly changing you will miss the odd thing and make the odd mistake. When we made up the schedule we omitted the Novice Riding Horse champion, we have now amended the program and added in a Champion and Reserve for those classes. It would be easy to keep the same old format from year to year, but we don't want easy we want the best. 
If you have new ideas come and see me or one of the committee members and have a chat, this show is for you and we want to give you what you want. If you have any problems come and see us, we just want to get things right !
As the new President I want to carry on the great work done by Alan and the committee and continue to improve the show and make it the best "showing show” in the country. 
I believe good Judges make for good shows, it is one of the things I will be working very hard on.
Hopefully we will provide the best possible Judges so that we get the right result most of the time.
I want this show to be known as a show you can come to and be given a fair chance, and to be judged by someone who knows what they are doing. I know how much time and money you all spend to get to these shows and I also know that the standard of judging can be less than desirable at times. I hope to make this show somewhere you can go away from happy in the knowledge that the judge gave you every chance. It will not happen overnight and it will not happen every time but rest assured that we will be making every effort possible to ensure things are done right. You will notice this year that the judge’s tent and the sponsor’s tent are no longer together, this is the first step in trying to show our commitment to providing transparency in everything we do.

As I no longer ride I also have an interest in making sure that we all have fun while we are here. Our show comes at a time of the year where the whole family can come away together, I hope we can foster that holiday atmosphere and make it a fun few days away. On the Saturday night there will be a fun night for the kids with games and prizes. 
I also know as a support person things can get a little unexciting at times, so for all those Fathers and Husbands and others out there that find themselves getting a little lost for things to do at times we will be having a marquee where people can get together and help each other thru these times. It is also hoped that everybody can use it to socialize at night a little instead of hiding away in their trucks.
Once again we have an Espresso coffee caravan and food outlets.
Now for a few things that will make my first show as President a little easier
No Dogs
No Lapels or Badges indicating award recognition
No Photographers taking photo's to sell
Please leave your box pen or yard as it was found, you will be charged if they are left dirty
Don't forget to bring your own back numbers
The Showing arenas are only open when showing classes are on. There will be no working in prior to a class in these arenas. This includes before and after the days events.
No horses to be in the shute or show ring at anytime apart from competing or being ridden to a presentation.
Please check the stable list on arrival as some additions and alterations have been made since entries closed
 

First Ridden and Lead Rein championship - exhibits will present one at a time and do a set workout as instructed by the Judge
 

Parking
To those of you camping in your trucks take the entrance to the grounds off High Street just opposite Huia Range School where the sign says “Dannevirke A & P Showground’s Members and Floats”. We would like the competitors who have traveled long distances to park up the fence line so you are near stables and facilities.
Those allocated stables 1 - 50 have preference parking
Those allocated covered yards you may park and camp near your covered yard
Please park with consideration for other campers
 

We look forward to seeing you all at the 2010 New Zealand National Horse and Pony Show.
I wish you all the best of luck and remember to have fun
 

Yours Sincerely
Shawn Hawkins 
PRESIDENT


